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Wesleyan University Press, Middletown, 2009. SoDcover. Book Condition: New. First Edition.. 200 pages.
SoDcover. New book. MUSIC. A personal journey into the music of the Arctic. Did Alaska create the music of
John Luther Adams, or did the music create his Alaska? For the past thirty years, the vastness of Alaska has
swept through the distant reaches of the composer's imagination and every corner of his compositions. In this
new book Adams proposes an ideal of musical ecology, the philosophical foundation on which his largest, most
complex musical work is based. This installation, also called The Place Where You Go to Listen, is a sound and
light environment that gives voice to the cycles of sunlight and darkness, the phases of the moon, the seismic
rhythms of the earth, and the dance of the aurora borealis. Adams describes this work as "a place for hearing
the unheard music of the world around us." The book includes two seminal essays, the composer's journal
telling the story of the day-to-day emergence of The Place, as well as musical notations, graphs and
illustrations of geophysical phenomena. "John Luther Adams is the John Muir of music, reporting back to us
from not only the wilderness of the world, but of the soul." ÑKyle Gann, composer, former music critic for the
Village Voice "Only John Luther Adams, one of our most audacious and visionary artists, could compose a
piece to be played by the sun and the cycling moon, by stresses and quakes in the earth's crust and fluctuations
in the planet's magnetosphere! Uncanny, metamorphic, ethereal, telluricÑAdams' music compels our
participation, oDen using the most up-to-date technology to draw the human body into a deeper rapport with
the elemental forces of nature. This book provides a necessary glimpse into the sensuous alchemy of his
creative...
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