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do with the laws but to obey them; and many genteel persons are so favourable to the doctrine, that they are
scandalised at every expression of honest indignation excited by some notable proof of their impolicy,
partiality, or injustice. The indulgence claimed for the laws, too, must be extended to their administrators; and
we are gravely called upon, not only to make the usual allowances for human infirmity, but absolutely to
forego that vigilance and exposure of abuses, without which laws would soon become the mere discretion of
the magistracy. Now, with ail due respect to the powers that be, it may be contended that almost every
improvement, both in theory and practice has originaled in this country from Extra-Official interference i and
that public opinion, freely but decently expressed, is as essential to the regulation of the magistrate as the
criminal. All the world knows what implicit confidence engenders in this respect, and how round and voluble
the exclamation of All s well is reechoed from one worshipful quarter to another, until humane and public-
spirited individuals penetrate into the painted sepulchre, and draw forth the rottenness and bones. Away, then,
with this trust and this apathy, which cannot be afforded to any body of men. If an administrator of criminal
law be seen presiding over a case of life and death with the spirit of a rat-catcher, acting as counsel, nay as a
friend, to the prosecutors; and if, disregarding the light and shade of circumstance, a human...
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