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Excerpt: .and finally their little kingdoms were joined together
under the rule of a single king. But now they, in turn, were
exposed to the danger of conquest; for like the Britons before
them the English had, through long years of peace, lost of the
much of their former warlike ability. The new enemy was the
Northmen, whose deeds we have described in the preceding
chapter. Little by little they overran the island, plundering and
destroying monasteries and churches, until only the
southwestern part of the island was still unconquered. But
there they were met by a young English King who stopped their
conquests and saved his people from ruin at their hands. This
was the English national hero, Alfred, whom later ages called
Alfred the Truth-Teller and England s Darling. When he was a
boy his IinghAiffrad. mother one day said to him and...
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