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illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: . . . development and to confuse the Yogi with the Brahman, and the Fakir with the
Mullah. The word Animism was first used to denote the metaphysical system of Georg Ernst Stahl, the
originator of the chemical hypothesis of Phlogiston, who revived in scientific form the ancient second volume
was published twenty-live years after the first, and bears the. imprimalur of the St. Petersburg Censor which is
wanting in the earlier volume. doctrine of the identity of the vital principle and the soul. In his Theorta medica
vera published at Halle in 1707, Stahl endeavoured, in opposition to Hoffmans theory of purely mechanical
causation, to trace all organic functions to the action of an inherent immaterial substance or anima. In his
great work on Primitive Culture Mr. E. B. Tylor transferred the term from metaAnlmism. , physics, where it had
had its day, to ethnology, where it has taken root and flourished, and made the idea which it conveys the basis
of his exposition of the principles underlying primitive religion. It is habitually found, he writes, that the theory
of Animism divides into two great dogmas forming parts of one consistent doctrine; first, concerning souls of
individual creatures, capable of continued existence after the death or destruction of the body; second,
concerning other spirits, upward to the rank of powerful deities. Spiritual beings are held to affect or control
the events of the material world, and mans life here and hereafter; and it being considered that they hold...
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