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indexed. Not illustrated. 1842 Excerpt: . hard puller, his jockey has much more power over him than if his neck
were loose and low. But, in a hunter, the proper position of his head is a point of the greatest moment, as
without it his rider cannot handle him properly Hunter. at his fences; and if he be not a regular star-gazer, he is
---V /always dangerous to ride over a country. The proper junction of the head with the neck, and the carrying
of it well or ill, depend chiefly on two particular muscles contained in the neck. The most important of these is
called the splenitis muscle, which constitutes the principal bulk of the neck above, and its action is sufficiently
evident, namely, very powerfully to elevate the head and neck. The principal beauty of the neck, indeed, as well
as the carriage of the head, depends on this muscle; and its ample developement is a point the sportsman
should attend to in the choice of horses that are to carry him with hounds. A certain degree of muscularity of
the neck is absolutely necessary in a hunter, and it is greatly promoted by good keep in colthood; also by
delaying the period of castration till the second year, which should invariably be done, when the want of this
muscularity is apparent in the first. It must, however, be observed, that there is a medium in this muscularity of
the neck, although excess is the better extreme of the...
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