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Other circulatory Cerebrovascular Health The decrease in life expectancy throughout much of Eastern Europe
and the former Soviet Union during the late 1960 s and early 1970 s raises questions about factors--
environment, living standards, life style, and quality and availability of health care services--that influence the
health status of these populations. The health status of the elderly is particularly pertinent, insofar as the elderly
typically place the greatest demands on health care systems in terms of usage and public cost. Unfortunately,
current knowledge of the health status of populations in this report suffers from a lack of data and the
insufficient attention that has been given to compiling and linking sources of health information within and
across countries.17 Availability of Health Care Uneven in Former Soviet Union Two primary aspects of a health
care system that influence the health status of a population are the quality of the care provided and the
availability of, or access to, that care. It is difficult to accurately measure quality of and accessibility to health
care on an aggregate level, especially for countries which 17 Dowd (1992) has begun to redress this lack with an
overview of data sources on morbidity, mortality, and risk factors throughout the former Soviet Union. Other
initiatives—-e.g., ongoing nutritional needs...
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