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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.Excerpt: . . . before issuing any invitations to her. Other calls that are a matter
of obligation are those of inquiry regarding a friends health, of congratulation to parents on the birth of a
child, and of congratulation to the young lady who has announced her engagement. All these calls are social
necessities, and the man or woman who is well-bred never neglects them. ABOUT RETURNING CALLS It is of the
utmost importance that calls be promptly returned. But perhaps the most exacting of all is the first call. To
neglect to return it within two weeks, or three at the most, or to explain by letter why it cannot be returned, is to
indicate tacitly that the callers friendship is not desired. This, of course, is an extremely rude and inconsiderate
method to choose, if one really does not desire to cultivate a certain friendship, for there are many gracious
and less unkind means to employ. A bride, or a visitor in a neighborhood, or a newcomer to a town, should not
let more than ten days, or at the most two weeks, elapse before returning the civilities of their new neighbors.
The first call of a new acquaintance should be just as promptly returned. ADer the first call is returned, it
depends upon the individuals concerned whether a friendship shall be developed, or whether a calling
acquaintance shall be kept up. (The expression calling acquaintance is used to indicate the custom of ladies
calling upon each other once or twice during the year as a social duty, rather than as a means of developing
friendship. ) When calls are exchanged only once in twelve months it is an...
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