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illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: .as potassium salt, in the diFerent varieties of Oralis and Rumex. The calcium salt is
oGen found in plant cells; it is also met in the animal economy. Urine frequently deposits little crystals of
calcium oxalate, and the salt is sometimes found in the bladder, where it forms rough concretions, known to
medical science as mulberry caleuli. Oxalic acid is, as a rule, prepared, on the small scale, by oxidizing sugar
with nitric acid, and, on the large scale, by the oxidation of sawdust with potash. Preparation.--1. By the
oxidation of sugar with nitric ilC 1(1 cjrj +ot = Gc, F, ot + 5h, o One part of sugar is gently heated in a retort with
5 parts of concentrated nitric acid, specific gravity 1.42. The light is removed when the action commences, and
copious red fumes are seen to disengage. When the action slackens, heat may again be applied to the vessel,
and the liquid concentrated by distilling oF the superfluous nitric acid, until it deposits crystals on cooling.
These are drained, redissolved in a small quantity of hot water, and the solution set aside and allowed to dry by
exposure to air. 2. By heating sawdust with caustic alkalies: Common pine sawdust is made into a thick paste
with a solution containing KOH+lNaOH, and having a specific gravity of 1.35. This is spread on iron plates and
gradually heated, care being taken to keep it in motion by constantly stirring. The action of...
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