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the Selected Reserve: NSIAD-91-135 on demand. Paperback. 118 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x
— 0.2in.Pursuant to a congressional request, GAO examined
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Accountability Office (GAO) enlisted personnel retention in the Selected Reserve, focusing on
. the causes and extent of personnel turnover and attrition. GAO
found that: (1) personnel losses in the Selected Reserve for fiscal
year (FY) 1988 totalled 220, 909, with attrition rates ranging from
DOWNLOAD PDF 11 percent of Air National Guard reservists to 30 percent of Army
reservists; (2) transfers to individual ready reserve units made up
the largest category of losses in the Selected Reserve; (3) while
nonprior service personnel accounted for 42 percent of
enlistments in FY 1988, they constituted 61 percent of overall
losses in the Selected Service; (4) the loss of nonprior service
reservists represented a direct cost to reserve components for
recruitment and training; (5) although the Department of
Defense (DOD) distinguished between losses to the total force
and realignments within the force, all losses affected the
Selected Reserve; (6) the lack of accurate information hampered
DOD attrition management; (7) job conflicts, dissatisfaction with
training and enlistment terms, and delayed receipt of reserve
pay contributed to attrition; (8) mismatches between reservists
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